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Established in 2014, the Supply Zone for Teachers is the newest program of the Brevard Schools Foundation. 

Operating as a free store, the Supply Zone is a resource center that provides free school supplies for teachers 

to use in the classroom.  

By focusing on low-income and homeless student populations, the Supply Zone works to ensure that all 

children have access to the necessary school supplies despite their circumstances. Students no longer have to 

feel disconnected, embarrassed, and unprepared when they come to school without supplies; the tools they 

need to succeed are ready and waiting for them in the classroom. 

The Supply Zone’s mission is to serve the educational and creative needs of children in Brevard Public 

Schools by providing free school supplies to teachers at high-poverty schools. 

Overview 

Who Is Eligible to Participate? 

• All of the teachers at twenty-five (25) participating high-poverty schools. “High-poverty” is defined as 
schools with 70% or more students enrolled in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program.

• All Homeless Student Liaison Teachers in Brevard Public Schools

• Any teacher who volunteers three (3) or more hours at the Supply Zone

• Students and Families who register for the Annual Back to School Giveaway Event 



The Need 
52% of students in Brevard 

Public Schools qualify  for 

Free or Reduced Lunch. 

2,398 students were 

identified as homeless during 

the 2016-17 school year. 

A survey by the National 

Retail Federation found that 

the average family with 

children in grades K-12 

planned to spend $674 on 

school needs. 

The average teacher in the US 

spent $500 or more of his or 

her own money on supplies. 

Altogether, this would equal 

$547,000 spent out-of-pocket 

by Supply Zone shoppers. 

The Response 
By distributing $484,382 

worth of free school supplies 

this year, the Supply Zone 

saved more than 89% of 

annual supply expenses for 

participating teachers. 

Since opening, the Supply 

Zone has saved teachers a 

total of $1,264,617.

Populations Served: From First Year to Present Day 

Year of Service 2014-15 2016-17 

Teacher Shopping Visits 1,004 1,094 

Unduplicated Teachers Served 712 755 

Students Reached Est. 14,240 Est. 17,718 

Average Shopping Trip Value $240 retail $443 retail 

Total Distributed Product $240,000 retail $484,382 retail 
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How important is access to free school supplies from the 

Supply Zone for Teachers to daily classroom activities?

Out of 1,094 shoppers, 450 teachers responded to 
our survey. They told us the following: 

 

99.3% responded that adequate school supplies 

helped their students’ academic performance 

improve. 

99.8% replied that adequate school supplies helped 

their students’ self-esteem improve. 

97.6% said that having enough supplies allowed 

them to spend more time teaching. 

Kids in Need Foundation also conducted a survey of 
our teacher shoppers, with the following results: 

 

95% of our teachers said that access to free 

supplies from the Supply Zone was either critically or 

very important to their daily classroom activities. 

90% of our teachers said that access to free 

supplies from the Supply Zone was either critically or 

very important to their personal budget. 

99% of our teachers said that the free supplies 

helped their students’ self-esteem levels.    

Survey Results 

“Only five students of my twenty came to school with 

supplies this year. Being able to provide each group of 

students with pencils, paper, markers, crayons, and 

crayon boxes helped them feel better about 

themselves. They did not feel bad for coming to 

school unprepared. Thank you so much!!!” 

What Teachers have to Say... 



Total Number of Volunteers: 337 

Total Hours Worked: 2,198.5  

Florida’s Estimated “Average Value of 
Volunteer Time”: $22.70 per hour  

Total Value of Hours Worked: $49,095.95 

Volunteers who regularly worked for three 
or more consecutive months: 16 

Thanks to the Consortium of Florida Education 
Foundations, financial donations made to the Supply 

Zone are leveraged with a Matching Funds Grant.  
 

Cash Revenue Received: $176,363 

In-Kind Revenue Received: $408,431 

Total Revenue Received: $584,794 

Budgetary Surplus: $120,117 

Revenue for 2016/17 

Volunteer Contributions for 2016/17 

“Reading scores of my second grade students 

have improved a great deal since the beginning 

of the year. The notebooks I got at the store were 

a big hit with the children. They go everywhere 

with one student now, writing stories and notes 

‘for fun.’ The books added depth to our in-class 

library, allowing the students to take home books 

nightly to read.” 

What Teachers have to Say... 



Back to School Giveaway Event 

In July 2016, the Supply Zone held the 14th Annual Back to School Giveaway 
Event to support families enrolled in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program.  

 
Students received new backpacks, school supplies, books, and hot lunches—

all completely free.  

Impact 

Students Served: 1,700 

Books Distributed: 3,200 

Lunches Distributed: 1,900 

Retail Value of School Supplies Distributed: $78,200 

Volunteers Engaged: 203 volunteers for 765 hours 

 

“Thank you so much for this help. This has been a tough 

year and this is the first time I needed help and I’m so 

glad my community was there when I needed it.” 

-Jessica, BPS Parent 

Students Say... 

“Thank you for the 
supplies you guys 
gave us. Without 
these supplies I 

wouldn’t be 
drawing. I really like 

to draw now.” 



The Million Dollar Moment 

What Teachers Say... 

This special giveaway event supports the 
district’s Homeless Student Liaison 

Teachers with items above and beyond 
basic school supplies. 

 

Product Distributed: 
 More than $14,000 worth of school supplies 

 More than $16,000 worth of brand-new clothing 

 More than $33,000 worth of hygiene products 

Shop from the Heart 

In April 2017, the Supply Zone reached an incredible milestone: 

$1,000,000 worth of free school supplies distributed to teachers 

and students in need. To mark this occasion, 100 teachers from 

low-income schools were invited to a celebration that included:  

 

 A balloon drop 

 More than $5,000 worth of prizes  

 A $500 check presentation to the Million Dollar Shopper 

 Nearly $86,000 worth of free school supplies distributed to the 

teachers in attendance  

“All of us reach into our pockets to try to take care of the 
things that come up in everyday life for our students. Our 

parents want to do right by their children...but car 
trouble, an unexpected sickness...they all can throw a 

huge monkey wrench into someone's life.  
 

Being able to help in a way that makes a child feel better 
ripples into making a parent feel better. It pays huge 

dividends in making all of us a team with children's best 
interests at heart!” 



Sunset, Moonlight & Music 

Ambika and Dr. Ravi Palaniyandi 
graciously hosted this fundraiser 

for the third year in a row.  

Theme: Midnight in Mumbai 
Attendees: 175 

Funds Raised: $87,000 

Kids in Need Foundation 

The Supply Zone celebrated its first full year of 
affiliation with the Kids in Need Foundation. 

This partnership has provided numerous large-
scale, high-quality donations.  

 

Number of Shipments in 2016/17: 8 
Retail Value of Shipments in 2016/17: $677,341 
Total Retail Value of All KINF Shipments, since 

beginning of membership: $1,023,254 

What Teachers have to Say... 

“I have very GRATEFUL parents!! When I tell them not 

to worry about getting certain school supplies because 

I can provide them for their child—a look of relief 

passes across their faces!! Parents WANT to provide 

for their children, but some are just not financially able 

to do so. Thank you for helping me to help them!” 



Thank You to our Sponsors: 

For More Information 

BrevardSchoolsFoundation.org    |    Facebook.com/brevardschoolsfoundation 

321-633-3660, ext. 301    |    321-617-7727    |    Schreiber.Elizabeth@BrevardSchools.org 

1225 Clearlake Road    |    Cocoa, FL 32922 

AMBAL, Inc. 

Ambika and  

Dr. Ravi 

Palaniyandi 


